Allotments – a haven for wildlife!
Allotments cover a notable portion of land in towns and cities and can make a significant
contribution to the urban environment, providing green oases in built up areas. Allotments are
important spaces for biodiversity and wildlife, providing a variety of different habitats including
grass, cultivated and fallow ground, as well as boundary hedges and banks. Biodiversity is
described as ‘the WOW factor – the Wealth of Wildlife that surrounds us’. Hedgerows offer refuge
to birds and insects, compost heaps are a haven for creepy-crawlies and overwintering bugs and
mammals. Allotments can also be an important resource for the conservation of rare vegetable
and fruit varieties. The wildlife generally benefits from cutting back on pesticides and switching to
organic growing methods.
A local Biodiversity Action Plan for Allotments, launched in 2000, recognized their importance
for wildlife. This plan has been reviewed in 2007/08. Below is an overview of the main objectives
and some example actions. It would be great if you can get inspired to contribute towards them!
The objectives of the Allotments Action Plan are to assess and monitor our existing allotment
habitat, keep the extent of allotments, to ensure their value is recognised in local development
plans and not to lose them to other landuse. For new developments, the Biodiversity Partnership
envisages additional allotment provision, and another objective is to manage and enhance
the allotment habitat we have. And, finally, one objective aims to raise awareness and
increase access and involvement.
Example Allotments actions:
• Establish the area of allotments and their wildlife features
• Survey allotments in regular intervals for wildlife
• Write wildlife management plans for allotment sites
• Promote organic gardening and wildlife friendly management of allotments
• Use vacant plots in alternative ways e.g. for hazel coppice or community orchards
• Promote composting by communities and individuals
• Encourage groups eg. special needs groups, excluded teenagers to manage vacant
allotments or areas in under used allotments
• Raise awareness to non-plot holders through example plots, open days and allotment
competitions

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough local
authorities, statutory agencies,
conservation charities and the local
Records Centre work together in
partnership towards achieving actions
outlined in the local Biodiversity Action
Plans. To learn more about the
Biodiversity Action Plans or to share
how you are contributing towards these
actions, please visit:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/biodiversity
partnership or contact the coordinator
Fabiola Blum on 01223 715697.
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